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Front and back cover drawings by John Sinkiewicz
illustrate his concept of the ‘“‘World Energy Web’’
at progressive density levels. See his article, page 6.

Above: Portrait of Charles Fort (c. 1920) courtesy of Aaron
Sussman. Tracing of Granby, Colorado sculpture courtesy of
Donal B. Buchanan.

The two gentlemen pictured above join with the author of
our cover story in demonstrating, each in his own way, the
importance of a good data base to the process of de-mystifying

“things unexplained.”

Charles Fort created one of the first and most comprehen-
sive data bases in history. He noted on more than 40,000 slips
of paper, occurrences of phenomena all over the world as
reported in major periodicals published more than 100 years
ago. The small fraction of his notes thus far published has
provided the raw material for some highly significant studies
of recurring phenomena.

The gentleman on the left has something else to tell us. The
letters carved on his belly are highlighted in this tracing from
the page 28 photograph of an important artifact. Only years
after this object was discovered did scholars recognize the
language as ancient Iberian script, and no one yet knows what
it all says; other artifacts bearing the same script have yet to
be found in the minimum quantity necessary to allow study and
comparison to proceed. Meanwhile, its grimacing presence re-
minds us of what happens when we don’t have a data base:
nothing.

Pages 6 to 15 demonstrate how strong a structure of logic
can be built on a good data base. John Sinkiewicz drew on ex-
pertise he acquired while working for one of the giant U.S.
computer manufacturers, but the data base for, and the resul-
tant study of the Planetary Grid and what it means, are his
own doing. Whether you agree or disagree with his conclu-
sions, you’ll doubtless share our admiration for the disciplined
method he follows.

Other important data bases have been gathering over long
periods of time. Perhaps we should get started classifying and
comparing and interpreting them with the new tools now avail-
able, so that bits and pieces of data can be connected to sup-
port whole new structures of useful information. In the next
issue, a well-known advocate of computer-assisted investigation
will preview some of the exciting possibilities. —The editors
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No part of this periodical may be reproduced without the written consent of the Society. Robert C. Warth, Publisher; Frederick S. Wilson, Production
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The Cox-Richards PK Experiments

by Prof. Walter H. Uphoff

OLLA, Missouri is an average American community
which, until recently, had little basis for attracting
international attention. Now, a series of psychokinetic
events which have occurred there and which have been
recorded on movie film, under controlled conditions, will
cause parapsychologists—although perhaps not all—and
others to examine the limitations of the scientific com-
munity’s view of reality. What we report here, we are con-
fident, will someday be regarded as one of the most signifi-
cant breakthroughs for psychic research in this century.
We have witnessed the PK feats of Geller, M. Kiyota, H.
Yamashita, Mike Edwards and others; the sketches of
deceased persons done by Coral Ploge, the British psychic
artist, so characteristic that relatives and friends in her au-
diences can identify them; we have observed Kiyota, the
Veillaux family, Ted Serios and Willi Schwanholz produce
astonishing unexplainable effects on film; we have witness-
ed, filmed and experienced psychic surgery in the Philip-
pines; experienced mental mediumship at its best with Ena
Twigg in London; seen genuine and fraudulent material-
izations; acquired at least sixty tapes of the impressive
‘“direct voice”’ sittings recorded by S. G. Woods and Betty
Greene with Leslie Flint, London; spent many hours with
Dr. Konstantin Raudive in the early 1970s, and followed
the EVP experiments of others in Germany, England and
" the U.S.

All of these are significant phenomena which undergird
the view that life is ongoing—a view held by many through
the centuries (largely on faith alone), and questioned or re-
jected by others because it conflicted with the materialistic
paradigms promulgated by most of science and academia
during the last century or so. Now science and religion are
being confronted with so much evidence for dimensions of
reality behind the five senses that eventually their view of
life and the universe will be expanded. We cannot change
the facts. We can only explore, or refuse to explore, the psi
phenomena reported from all corners of the world.

With no intention of detracting from the excellent
evidential material produced by the psychics I have men-
tioned, and that of many others, the experiments at Rolla
provide still more evidence of the paranormal. It should be
added, as Prof. Walter Frank of Bonn University states,
that the prefix ‘‘para’’ is becoming obsolete as these events
move more and more toward the center of the stage.

The Cox-Richards PK experiments can easily be dismiss-
ed only by those who refuse to see or are afraid to look.
The evidence now on reels of movie fiim should eventually
lead to a redefinition and a broadening of concepts of

"physics, biology and other natural sciences, as well as
wider views of life and the doctrines of religion. This, I
realize, is a broad statement, but I begin with the premise
that neither I, nor anyone else, can alter the facts. We can
only examine them or refuse to look at them. Only to the
extent that we can be intellectually free and uninhibited in
seeking the truth—whatever that may be—can progress be
made toward understanding what life is all about.

I ask you to excuse the length of this prelude to the
story, but I thought it only fair to let the reader know
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about my experiences and approach so that they may be
taken into account in evaluating this report on the Cox-
Richards experiments.

Rolla, located about 100 miles southwest of St. Louis, is
where Dr. John Thomas Richards and his wife, Elaine, are
the central figures in PK experiments which have created
excitement, controversy and disbelief. During the 1960s
and early 1970s, Prof. John G. Neihardt, literary critic,
psychic and poet-in-residence at the University of Mis-
souri, and his wife Mona, a talented sculptress, invited stu-
dents to their home at Skyrim Farm for study and exper-
imentation in psychic phenomena. Neihardt’s interest had
been sparked by his acquaintance with and study of the
famous American Indian medicine man, Black Elk, and by
Mona Neihardt’s research in parapsychology. Between
1961 and 1973, when Dr. Neihardt died, more than a dozen
persons had witnessed levitation and other phenomena at
Skyrim, and several of the participants developed or
enhanced their psychic sensitivities. The group called itself
the Society for Research into Rapport and Telekinesis
(SORRAT). Dr. Richards has written an account of these
experiments in a recently published book, SORRAT: A
History of the Neihardt PK Experiments.* The Richards,
who were longtime participants in the experiments, now
live in Rolla and apparently serve as the ‘‘lightning rod”’
(antenna) which attracts or enhances the energies which -
have produced incredible phenomena on movie film and
on paper.

William Edward Cox, a longtime associate of the late
Dr. Joseph B. Rhine, moved to Rolla in 1977 so that he
could set up and monitor experiments which would dem-
onstrate, even to honest critics, that PK phenomena are
real. The focus of the PK activity has been a ‘‘miniature
laboratory’’ (mini-lab) designed at the suggestion of Dr.
Rhine, which is an inverted aquarium fastened to a'base
with metal bands which can be locked and sealed to pre-
vent entry by anyone but Cox who had the key to the locks.
The photographs show the mini-lab that was constructed
by Cox and Steve Calvin. Microswitches installed inside
the mini-lab turn on lights and activate the 8mm movie
camera whenever any movement occurs behind the glass.

The following are some of the activities recorded on 29
reels of film during the course of the experiments:

—Balloons inflating and deflating and pushing objects
which were in the way;

—Leather, plastic and paper rings linking (interpenetra-
tion of matter) and separating, often repeating this activity
several times in succession;

—Spontaneous but controlled burning of paper;

—Pens entering the locked mini-lab and writing answers
to questions in several styles of ‘‘hand’’ writing;

—Zener cards flying out of a sealed packet, quickly sort-
ing into symbol stacks and re-entering the packet without
breaking the seal;

*Scarecrow Press, 52 Liberty Street, P.O. Box 656, Metuchen, New
Jersey 08840.
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—A pinwheel spinning rapidly inside the mini-lab while
other light objects such as paper and balloons remain mo-
tionless, with no known way of producing a breeze inside
the mini-lab.

Some relevant details will help the reader understand
how these events occurred and were filmed. The site of the
experiments was a small storage room in the basement of
the Richards’ home. A collection of small objects (changed
from time to time) was placed inside, and the mini-lab was
then locked up and set on a small table. Focused on the
mini-lab was an old-fashioned 8mm movie camera which
had to be wound by hand and would run 30 to 40 seconds
after a winding. Thus, when a PK event activated the
lights, the movement was so fast that only part of the ac-
tivity was caught on film. For example, the first film seg-
ment we saw was of a pen standing upright and writing
very fast. The paper inside the mini-lab bore the message
““Glorious 4th.’”’ This took place on July 4, 1979, the an-
niversary of U.S. Independence. The film which recorded
the activity caught only ‘“. . . ious 4th’> on nine frames, or
for about 6/10 of a second, which Cox estimated was at
least three times as fast as he could have written the same
phrase.

Although many PK events were experienced at Skyrim
Farm by the SORRAT group, it was not until Cox design-
ed the mini-lab that the evidence could be recorded for
others to see and examine. Cox and Richards designated us
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‘When we investigate phenomena,
the first thing we try to do is learn
all we can about the integrity and
the competence of the experimen-
ters. If the evidence is positive, we
proceed; if there is any serious
question, we drop the case and let
someone else investigate it if they
want to.” —Walter Uphoff

Front and side views (below) of the ‘mini-lab’ in which
the Cox-Richards experiments were conducted, and
(at left) the movie camera used to record the events.

at the New Frontiers Center* to get the films copyrighted
and make them available to those television producers who
would agree to present the story objectively rather than
slightingly or in a negative manner. The 29 reels of film
containing paranormal effects were obtained between
January 1979 and September 1981. Dr. Richards has
stored the original films in safekeeping, for the record and
for serious investigators to examine. Duplicate prints of
the films in super-8mm and some in 16mm have been
made. Brazilian television has presented the experiments;
Austrian television has the films under review. A Dutch
TV producer has expressed interest, and a U.S. TV net-
work i$ considering the films for a future program.

Although the Richards seem to be the most effective
psychic force or channel for these manifestations, the
phenomena have occurred in three other places in Rolla;
and since September 1981 Dr. Peter Phillips, a physicist at
Washington University, St. Louis, has installed equipment
more elaborate than that at Rolla, including a 16mm
camera. He has duplicated some of the PK effects despite
more malfunctioning of the equipment than had been ex-
pected.

Julian Isaacs, a research parapsychologist at the Univer-
sity of Aston, Birmingham, England, who visited Cox and
*A non-profit foundation established to explore and disseminate evidence

related to the broad dimensions of holistic health, psychic phenomena
and survival of death.
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This is a photocopy of the first “direct writing” from the mini-
lab experiments as viewed on film by Walter and Mary Jo Uphoff
in October 1980 at the home of William E. Cox. Cox ran the
8mm film-clip showing a pen rising erect and writing rapidly
“:Glorious 4th” and falling over. The writing occurred on the
4th of July, 1979. The film caught “ious 4th” on 9 frames. Cox
calculated that it was done within 6/10 second, or less than
1/3 the time it would take to write the same message freehand.

Richards at Rolla, has also constructed mini-labs at his
university and obtained severely bent metal, writing, and
other effects inside them, which adds further support for
the genuineness of the phenomenon.

Someone who had many thousands of dollars might be
able to simulate some, but not all, of the effects on these
films. It should be noted that Cox and Richards had very
limited resources and equipment. It would be impossible to
simulate by normal means, the paranormal effect of bal-
loons inflating and deflating inside a' locked mini-lab. Ac-
cording to Cox, taking apart and again closing, locking
and sealing the mini-lab even once takes about 15 minutes.
To simulate that effect on film would require a camera
which could take single-frame pictures, and the mini-lab
would have to be opened and closed 16 times for one sec-
ond of film, or 960 times per minute, or 80 hours, to pro-
duce just one minute of film that would show the balloon
inflating or deflating. How could one inflate or deflate a
balloon by exactly the right amount so that each suc-
ceeding frame would show so gradual and consistent an in-
crease or decrease in size that it would not be detected
when individual frames of the film were examined? Then,
to suspend the balloon in precisely the same position so
that the films would not appear ‘‘jerky’’ would be as dif-
ficult, if not impossible. There is more than half an hour of
paranormal effects on about 100 minutes of film. It would
require not 80 but several thousand hours to replicate even
a portion of the effects by normal means. Who would have
the patience and motivation to undertake such a wholesale
attempt at deception?

When we investigate phenomena, the first thing we try
to do is learn all we can about the integrity and the com-
petence of the experimenters. If the evidence is positive, we
proceed; if there is any serious question, we drop the case
and let someone else investigate it if they want to.

In one of the early films, a steel bar which was originally
propped up against the back wall inside the mini-lab, can
be seen to exit through the glass and drop in front of the
mini-lab—all in the blink of an eye. The next photo, which
I took with my camera while viewing some of the movie
film, shows a balloon suspended in midair inside the mini-
lab:
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The next photo shows a misshapen plastic thermometer
which was paranormally melted by heat (?). Beside it is a
small package. This was a sealed packet of Zener cards
which vanished from inside the mini-lab and arrived in
Valley City, North Dakota, about a thousand miles away.
When the packet was returned to Cox, in addition to the
U.S. postage stamps, there was also on it a 30-pfennig Ger-
man stamp:

The physical effects shown on the film are very impres-
sive, but equally challenging is the content of messages re-
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ceived by ‘‘direct writing.”’ Pens can be seen standing on
end and moving rapidly, the message in some instances
reflecting wit and humor on the part of the communicating
entities; in other examples expressing a deep concern about
the future of mankind because they see us embarked on a
course leading to nuclear war and annihilation.

James McClenon, Hyattsville, Maryland, who recently
completed his Ph.D. thesis ‘‘Deviant Science: the Case of
Parapsychology,’’ spent weeks at the Richards’ home, in-
vestigating the experimental design and sleeping in the
basement. He apparently has established excellent rapport
with the communicating entities; he has gotten more direct
writing than anyone else. Following are excerpts from
some of the many pages of writing in varieties of styles that
McClenon has received:

An entity identifying itself as ‘‘John King,’’ a pirate who
lived during the 17th century, wrote:

IT 12 u;f‘(( Ty Louse
and to kE fl_iff > Ohg qhother
I T hqd Knowh ¢ hd Sqllowzcl

T\hq—( Gysat rvule CS"
: | b Mueh hicher NooJ,s

qVE to c(o ‘“)(B ‘ﬂon!ﬂ\&. It is inevitable that

Levsl @ou!
qnd T Gould Nut 1

~—

In Qctober 1981 ‘‘John King’’ wrote:
‘“Dear Jim. It is hard not to follow political proces-
ses when much of our energy must go to averting war.
We have not had the energy available of late—and
you know what happened in Cairo. [The assassina-
tion ‘of Sadat]”’
This message came at a time when there was not much ac-
tivity in the mini-lab in Rolla.

Earlier in 1981 (June 3) McClenon and three friends had
written a note which began:

“Dear Spirit Friends, . . . Why didn’t you make

raps for us here in Hyattsville, Maryland? . . .

They replied:

‘““Dear ‘Flesh-friends’

It takes ‘‘time’’—as you think of duration—to build
a psi circle. You may not get any PK activity for a
long while.- As we wrote to you c/o George Hansen,
persevere! By the way, what difference does it make
to you whether your friends, or acquaintances, or
any ‘“‘body”’ else for that [matter] . . . have their
skins on or not. You are ‘‘spirits’’ too, you know.”’

First Quarter 1982

When asked about pain, heartbreak, suffering, misery and

depression, the communicators wrote:
“HELP OTHERS
Of necessity, if you live in a body and are subject to
the chances, frailties and wearing out of the carcass
you must lug about, you will often suffer. So long
as you care deeply, you will experience joy and grief.
That goes with being human. If you concentrate on
helping others you will be too busy for the petty con-
cerns of the self to whine down your finer self. Real-
ize that we on our side of the change you consider
death are also human/sentient and often feel just as
you do, morally and psychologically. Pity abides.
Try to do all you can and then you feel no guilt for
omissive harms.”’

Asked why it was difficult to produce psi effects when
someone was watching, this answer came:

‘“Psi is curious; there is
a whole melding of con-
structs when physical
and non-physical factors
are mixed like tripe in a
pail. It does seem very
hard for us to use PSI
when the alpha state
and the beta state pre-
dominate in your mind.
The energy is inhibited—
but exactly how I am
uncertain. I will put a
higher level to quiz about
what precisely happens
and then try to tell you.”’

LiSg, MY

- people. draw d.ifferent
j O'F\ *\h %_ conclusions and interpret
" differently the phenom-
ena occurring in the
mini-labs of Cox and Richards and Professors Phillips and
Isaacs. Based on our familiarity with the experimenters
and the films, we think the most plausible explanation is
that entities from other times and other dimensions are
demonstrating their continued existence and showing a
continuing concern about what happens to us and to
Planet Earth. Dr. Richards also holds that viewpoint. Mr.
Cox, until now, has chosen to speak of the active force as
‘‘the Agency’’ rather than ‘‘entity’’—leaving open the pos-
sibility that PK effects could be caused by the energy of a
living or a dead person. Others seek to attribute the energy
to the ‘‘subconscious’’ of the individuals involved.

In any case, the evidence on film and the messages in
writing should initiate an important and lively dialogue
among those in the field of parapsychology and other sci-
entific fields as well. M

Prof. Uphoff’s article was written for the March 1982
issue of Allgemeine Zeitschrift fur Parapsychologie (Jour-
nal of Parapsychology) based in Hamburg, West Ger-
many. Pursuit’s editors express thanks to Prof. Uphoff
for his courtesy in providing the English translation and
the accompanying illustrations.
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THE PLANETARY GRID

Cornerstone of Science and Evolution

by John T. Sinkiewicz

Much has been written about the possibility of there being
a World Grid, or Web. Many writers on this subject have
gone to great lengths to show their particular theory and
supporting data for such a grid’s existence. Usually one
theory would show how their particular scheme for a grid
was the correct one, while all other claims for different
theories were incomplete.

This article will, I believe, provide the necessary data to
(1) show that there is in fact a World Grid, and (2) show
how most other theories about the subject will fit rather
nicely into the actual grid.

E ACTUAL basic grid structure, I believe, was first

uncovered by Ivan T. Sanderson and his Society for
the Investigation of The Unexplained, back in'the 1960s.
The Sanderson findings were followed by those of a group
of Russians who, working as a team of multi-disciplined
scientists, proposed a world-grid system that formed a spher-
ical icosa-dodecahedron. (Fig. 1) Their research was written-
up in the United States by Christopher Bird, and has since
become known as the Russian Grid.

The problem in trying to validate any grid is one of cor-
rect positioning on the Earth, and also predicting the loca-
tions of ancient structures situated within the grid matrix.
Captain Bruce L. Cathie of Auckland, New Zealand, real-
ized this need, and in his books on a world grid has tried to
satisfy that need.. But the problem is one of accuracy; if the
grid does exist, it must be a highly accurate structure with
very predictable junction locations. One cannot use maps,
for instance, to plot locations or alignments, due to the in-
evitable distortions in making both large- and small-scale
maps. All that can result from such efforts are near approx-
imations (usually with a few miles of radius for an error
factor). Actually, the most sophisticated computer-plotting
available provides an accuracy of one one-quarter mile of
radius; that is, at best. The problem of military target-plot-
ting by computer is much different than world-grid plotting.

In target-plotting, all of the major irregularities of the
Earth must be taken into account since the task is to locate
places on a rather irr¢gular surface. But, in plotting the world
grid, the irregularities of surface are disregarded. The grid,
being a non-physical thing, can take its form through moun-
tains or above planes. The grid itself is the master pattern
(or mold) for the Earth, and is a perfect sphere about the
center of the Earth. All grid junctions can be mathematically
projected to surface locations on a straight line from the
grid junction to the Earth’s center. Where this line contacts
the Earth’s surface, that is the grid junction (or power point)
for that energy. The mathematics for this job is, of course,
spherical trigonometry.

" The other problem of world-grid location is that of deter-
mining the exact match of the grid’s north and south poles
to the Earth’s geographic north and south poles. This prob-
lem is not easy to solve. One first has to study the many
ancient structures to find how they might fit into a grid
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system. For example: a pyramid structure might be mean-
ingful to us, but of minor significance to the grid structure. -
In this study, one must also ignore all seemingly ideal Earth
coordinates. Man’s longitude/latitude grid has nothing to
do with a world energy grid. But, if the searcher is diligent,
match-ups can be found. Again, we have a small accuracy
problem. The location, longitude/latitude, of a given struc-
ture is typically rounded-off in publications describing that
structure, resulting in small initial errors of a few seconds.
A match-up halfway around the world can thus be ‘‘off”’
one or more miles, leaving only a hint of the possibilities
there. In order to eliminate this problem, I choose to carry
all of my angles to four decimal parts of a second of arc:
(° 00’ 00.0000").

The spherical icosa-dodecahedron form (Fig. 1) is a basic
structure for the Earth grid which, in itself, is ever the same
throughout the life of the planet. The grid portion of this
basic form does change in density at certain periods of Earth
life.

As for the north and south poles of the basic’ form, they
are naturally coincident with the axial poles of the planet,
that is, if all is in proper harmony. In the case of Earth, for
the past several thousand years, harmony has not prevailed.
Discord resulted and caused a significant misalignment of
the grid’s north and south poles with the Earth’s axial poles.
The effect of this misalignment is manifold, but the most
significant effect, for the race of mankind, was that of dras-
tically shortening the natural life-span of humans. The fore-
shortened condition became so severe that supplementary
measures had to be implemented to attenuate the effect of
polar misalignment. It is because of this artificial reattune-
ment that the life-span of man is plus seventy years instead
of thirty-five to forty years without it. I will return to this
matter later on, to explain the corrective measures in greater
detail.

In the Beginning Was Energy

In the beginning, prior to there being a physical planet
Earth, there was a globe of energy. This globe of.energy
had a structure to it. The structure was in the form of a
spherical icosa-hedron (Fig. 2): twenty equal-angle triangles
joined together by twelve junctions. This energy structure
caused the spherical form to act much like a soap-bubble,
except that it was an energy bubble. The energy bubble
moved through many regions of space that consist of large
densities of matter. This matter, or space dust, accumulated
upon the bubble and a solid shape began to build. After
sufficient material structure accumulated, the next stage in
planet Earth’s development commenced. Another energy
structure was superimposed upon the original icosa-hedron
structure. It took the form of a spherical dodeca-hedron
(Fig. 3). The function of the new energy structure was to
develop twelve different parts of the new material globe:

(Continued on page 10)
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Illustrations by the author

‘The spherical icosa-dode-
cahedron form is a basic
structure for the Earth grid
which, in itself, is ever the
same throughout the life
of the planet.’

‘In the beginning, prior to
there being a physical
planet Earth, there was a
globe of energy. This globe
of energy was in the form
of a spherical icosa-
hedron: twenty equal-angle
triangles joined together
by twelve junctions.’

‘Another energy structure
was superimposed upon
the original icosa-hedron
structure. It took the form
of a spherical dodeca-
hedron.’

Fig. 3 B e b S DT S s
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twelve ‘‘islands’’ were formed along the lines of the dodeca-
hedron structure (twelve pentagons). At this point, there
was no interlinking of the icosa-hedron/dodeca-hedron
structural forms. The linking took place in the next stage of
the planet’s development.

The new development was the result of the energy spec-
trum of the planet being tuned to a higher energy density.
A new attunement, resulting in each side of the twenty basic
triangles (icosa-hedron) being divided in half (Fig. 4), as one
might divide a tight wire in half and tie down its middle
portion, thus doubling the frequency of the original length.
This halfway juncture was the crossing point of the two
basic structures (icosa-/dodeca-hedron), also resulting in the
development of secondary lines of force. The secondary
pattern of force, when inter-connected to the midpoint of
each triangle side, formed a second smaller triangle inside
each of the twenty icosa-hedron triangles. The three stages
of planetary development just outlined, (1) the basic icosa-

hedron, (2) the added dodeca-hedron, (3) the dividing of the

icosa-hedron triangles, all go into making up the 1st Density
or basic life stage of planet Earth’s development.

It was after this 1st Density stage had run its course but
prior to the next (2nd Density) level of Earth growth, that
Earth went through its first major adjustment, including a
total shift in axial pole positions, after which a whole new
set of conditions existed for the developing life of the planet.
The 2nd Density period also changed the energy level and
the former grid pattern. Now, instead of there being three
energy nodes from corner to corner on each icosa-hedral
triangle, there would be five energy nodes (Fig. 5), viz., two
nodes' added. This increase in planet energy density pro-
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vided the proper conditions for the development of pre-
human life (the animal and vegetable kingdoms).

Likewise, when 2nd Density had run its course, but again
prior to the full activation of the next (3rd) Density, the
Earth again went through a major adjustment, again in-
cluding a total axial pole-shift with the accompanying land-
mass changes. This period, incidentally, coincided with the
removal of most of the huge, prehistoric animals from the
surface of the planet. The new 3rd Density likewise resulted
in an energy densification of the master planetary grid. This
time, the number of energy nodes from corner to corner in
the triangle structure increased from five to seven (Fig. 6).

Within the period of 3rd Density activity, mankind was
introduced to this planet. The 3rd Density period, which ‘is
just now ending, saw man progress through all the stages of
his development, up to the present day.

Entering Upon the 4th Density

There is today a new Density upon us: Earth is at the
border of passing into its 4th Density stage. Like the other
two major transitions of the planet, this transition will re-
sult in a total axial pole-shift, with, of course, the accom-
panying land-mass upheavals. Likewise, the Earth’s energy
web will increase its energy density from seven energy nodes
per unit to nine nodes per unit (Fig. 7).

Actually, the 3rd Density energy grid has passed into in-
activity. That is to say, the energy node pattern of the 3rd
Density web is no longer being activated. But, like all high-
energy systems of Earth, there still exists a residual-decay
period when energy is still detectable within 3rd Density
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alignments. This means that the new 4th Density Earth grid
has been activated; and the new grid system will continue to
increase its energy level for the duration of the Earth’s 4th
Density period. Future Densities can be projected, but with
little usefulness, for the duration of a Density’s reign is
lengthy indeed. :

Now that we have seen something of the purpose, use
and history of the Earth energy grid, we can examine some
of the detailed specifics of the grid structure.

If we take any one of the twelve triangle junction nodes
and make a flattened layout, with that node as the center,
we see a pentagon with five radial arms, making five equal-
angle triangles joined together (Fig. 8). Looking at the actual
numbers that go into forming this shape within the grid, we
find that all radial arms (5) and each enclosing base are
exactly the same dimension, i.e., 63° 26’ 05.8159” (in spher-
ical trigonometry all values are given in angles). The three
included angles (corners) of each triangle are 72°. If we
draw an imaginary line from the center of our diagram
straight down to a point exactly halfway along the base of
one of the triangles, this height (Fig. 9) would be 58° 16’
57.0922". Thus we have established all of the basic angles
for the grid. You will also notice that to go 180° from grid
north pole to grid south pole, two heights plus one side are
required (58° 16’ 57.0922 X 2 + 63°26' 05.8159"” = 180°9).
To superimpose the dodeca-hedral portion of the grid onto
our diagram, we would draw a dashed line up from the mid-
way point in the base of a triangle, a distance of 20° 54’
18.5668". We would then connect a dashed line of the same
length from each side of each triangle. The result within a
triangle would look like a ‘Y’ (Fig. 4). The result for the
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whole diagram would be a smaller pentagon with a radiating
arm going from each of the five points to the base of each
triangle. The now-completed diagram, when repeated and
interlaced, forms the two polyhedrals (icosa-dodeca-hedron)
which constitute the basic ‘‘Russian’’ grid (Fig. 10), the true
basic grid. ; ¢

We must improve our basic grid by adding the supple-
mentary energy lines of the Ist Density form. To do this,
we simply interconnect the center point of each triangle’s
side with a line 36° long; the result is four smaller triangles
within each of the original, larger ones (Fig. 4). At this
point we have recreated all three stages of the 1st Density
Earth grid. (Note: The equator of our grid consists of ten of
these 36 ° mid-point lines in succession.)

The next step is to divide each half of each large triangle’s
side into half again, then connect these points with interior
lines—all of which results in sixteen smaller triangles within
each larger triangle (Fig. 5). This is the basic grid diagram
for the 2nd Density (basic because in each case all of the
smaller triangles are similarly divided, producing even smaller
triangles).

" There does not seem to be any limit to the dividing pro-
cess, at least on this side of the atomic structure, perhaps
even to the matrix of sub-atomic particles. We are now, and
have been for some while, at the juncture point of the 3rd’
and 4th Densities. This structure might give clues to help
explain some of the confusion in the atomic physics of our
times.

To continue with the 3rd Density, we now divide our
basic triangle into six equal lengths per side. Again, con-
nect the points into criss-cross patterns which result in thirty-
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‘The now-completed diagram, when repeated and inter-

laced, forms the two polyhedrals (icosa-dodeca-hedron)
which constitute the “Russian” grid, the true basic grid.’

six smaller basic triangles (Fig. 5). These are once again
divided and re-divided on and on (Fig. 11). This diagram is
the structure which provided the pattern for the location of
almost all of the ancient structures. Almost, because some
could be so old as to have been built upon the 2nd Density
grid. We will now be able to locate all mysterious structures,
circles, holy mountains, etc., within the pattern of this 3rd
Density grid system. We can even locate some hidden struc-
tures (pyramids, etc.) through the proper study of this grid
pattern. For example: such places as Findhorn, in Scotland,
have strong power-points on both the old 3rd Density grid
and the new 4th Density grid.

This new grid/old grid situation is one which hds given
such researchers’ as Bruce Cathy great difficulty. He and
others have put together arguments for a grid theory that
predicates both new and old mysterious places being located
on the same theoretical grid. As a matter of fact, very few
ancient structures are located on both the old (3rd Density)
grid and the new (4th Density) grid. Those that are, of which
one is the Great Pyramid of Cheops, in Egypt, result from
their initial location being on one of the never-changing
junctions of the basic grid structure, i.e., the mid-point on
each basic triangle side, the twelve master node points, or
the twenty dodeca-hedron junctions.

To give some idea of the true density effect of the grid-
difference between the 3rd Density grid and the 4th Density
grid, let us compare the dividing of each grid sevenfold, the
3rd Density being divided by six each time. This would be:

Ist division 10° 34’ 20.9693"
2nd division = 1°45' 43.4949"
3rd division 0°17'37.2491"
4th division 0°02’ 56.2082"

Sth division = 0° 00’ 29.368"
6th division = 0°00' 04.8947"
7th division = 0°00' 00.8158"

The last division means that a junction node will be located
at every 81.58 nautical feet along all basic triangle sides. The
spacing is somewhat different for the interior portions, due
to the differing sizes and angles.

Pursuit 12

If we continue our comparison for the 4th Density grid,
which has nine nodes per basic triangle side, thus having
eight equal parts (Fig. 7):

Ist division = 7° 55’ 45.727"

2nd division = 0° 59’ 28.2159"

4th division = 0°00' 55.7534"

Sth division = 0°00' 06.9692"

6th division = 0°00’ 00.8711"

7th division = 0° 00’ 00.1089"
The last division means that a junction node will be located
every 10.89 nautical feet along all sides of the basic triangles.

Thus, by only changing the grid density from seven nodes
(six spaces) per side to nine nodes (eight spaces) per side, we
have increased the grid’s energy density at only this shallow
level, almost eightfold. The potential impact of such enor-
mous energy increases can have on our physical planet and
life forms can hardly be imagined.

In this situation, all forms of energy and matter within
this planet must absorb and balance the new energy level.
Included, of course, are all non-physical environs within the
influence of the planet Earth.

If we were to carry this comparison down to the atomic
level, the increase would be hundredsfold. To illustrate fur-
ther, we will look at the 11th division comparisons for each
grid density. For the 3rd Density grid, the 11th division =
0° 00' 00.00063"” or a node juncture at every 0.063 nautical
feet. By comparison, the 4th Density grid’s 11th division
0° 00’ 00.000027" or a node juncture at every 0.0027 nau-
tical feet, which is greater than a twenty-threefold increase
in the energy density. I think the point is made as to the
kinds of transition that lie ahead (or are already here) for all
that resides within the sphere called Earth.

Returning once again to the question of the proper posi-
tioning of the World Grid relative to man’s longitude/lati-
tude grid, the obvious once again became understandable
after years of research; the obvious being that the Great
Pyramid of Giza was located on an important juncture of
the basic grid. Realization that this never-changing juncture
is mid-way between two corners of a basic triangle solved
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only the north-south portion of the grid-location problem
(assuming that the exact surveyed position of the Great Pyr-
amid was published and available). The question of the
grid’s easterly or westerly slant was still to be answered,
especially since the pyramid location to the northern triangle
node was either short of geographic north, or beyond geo-
graphic north, depending on whether the side-angle-length
or center-height-length was used in the calculation, i.e.,
63° 26' 05.8159” or 58° 16’ 57.0922". Finally, through
much trial and error, it was determined that the Great Pyr-
amid aligned precisely north and south with the two grid
axial poles. This particular alignment satisfied the necessity
of locating certain chosen edifices on the high-energy grid
juncture: places like Coral Castle in Homestead, Florida,
which also had to be on a direct energy line from a large
Egypt-type pyramid. (This alignment even provided for
spotting the original site chosen for Coral Castle.)

The results of this positioning give the true grid north as
88° 15’ 46.7663” N - 29° 58’ 50.2195" E, based on the
Great Pyramid location 29° 58’ 51” N - 31°09' 00” E with
a north-south alignment of 0° 02’ 30” west of north. The
exact location for each of the sixty-two non-changing junc-
tions of the basic grid are shown in Fig. 12.

We can now go into the details of the special energy sta-
bilizers needed for Earth. As can be seen from the above
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data, there is a difference of some 1° 44’ 13.2337” or ap-
Jproximately 104'%4 nautical miles between the Earth axial
poles and the grid axial poles. This is quite a difference when
one realizes that the proper functioning of the planet requires
a perfect overlap of these two poles to achieve harmonic
balance. The consequences of an inharmonic alignment are
manyfold, but the one we are dealing with here is the re-
sulting foreshortened life-span of the human species. In an
attempt to offset this effect and provide us with a more
favorable (learning) life span, those entities whom we refer to
as extraterrestrials, formed six large Giza-type pyramids at
specific points on the World Energy Grid. These six energy
synthesizer/amplifiers cause a re-flow of intensified energies
between them and the grid north pole. This energy was then
blended with the natural inflow of cosmic energies for that
point, all of which resulted in a higher energy level circulat-
ing throughout the planet. The exact location of each of the
balancing pyramids (though no longer in effect due to the
new grid infusions): -

(1) the Pyramid of Giza, as given

(2) 30° 11’ 51.4428" N - 27°34' 47.2794" W

(3) 30° 10" 33.3989” N - 87° 30’ 01.8512” W

(4) 28° 18’ 06.0463 " N - 148°48' 35.079” W

(5)30° 14’ 21.3726" N - 149° 51 ' 44.373" E

(6) 30° 15’ 33.574” N -89°53'58.6197" E
It is interesting to note that if you take points 1, 3, 5, and
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Fig. 12

M - 88°15'46.7663"N
N2 - 25°08'04.9188"N
N3 - 27°03'18.6613"N
N4 - 28°18'06.0436"N
NS - 27°907'26.9478"N
N6 - 25°10'35.8488"N

S2 - 27°907'26.9478"S
S3 - 25°10'35.8488"S
S4 - 25°08'04.9188"S
S5 - 27°03'18.6613"s
S6 - 28°18'06.0463"S
1 - 58°48'53.3758"N
2 - 52°005'21.0073"N
3 - 56°53'01.933"N
4 - 50°53'09.5399"N
5 - 56°50'35.0337"N
6 - 51°37'49,3245"N
7 - 58°44'42.7052"N
8 ~ 53°59'35.8669"N
9 - 60°01'08.9054"N
10 - 54°02'13.6744"N
11 - 33008'17.5182"N
12 - 33905'42,3903"N
13 - 31°907'55.7334"N
14 - 29°58'S51"N
15 - 31°12'01,4234"N
16 - 4°51'52.2504"S
17 - 6°28'48.7204"S
18 - 5°47'14.4624"S
19 - 3944'48.1646"S

%

g i

S1 - 88°15'46.7663"S -

29°58'50.2195"E
4921'03.8556"W

75°59'11.0812"W
148°48'35.079"W
138020'20.216"E
66°39'54.4286"E
150°01'09.799'"'W
41°39'39,7843"W
113°920'05.572'"W
175°38'56.144"E
104°00'48.918"E
31°11'24.921"E

136°28'02.986"E
101°01'40.412"E

:65°932'55.649"E

31°07'35.1586"E
3017'54.0924'"W

39005'38.3754"W
74°05'40.0732''W
111°23'46.795'"W
148945'59.823"W
173949'01.024"E

174°32'10.906"E -

112°09'25.005'"W
39949'45,4538"W
31°09'00"E
102°09'24.18"E
118°20'08.689'"E
46°14'12,3885"E
25956'40.5856"W
97°954'49,9989"'W

20
RAAXS 3

\&<
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\
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20 - 3°10'40.0644"s
21 - 1°02'59.5279"N
22 - 1°39'45.9741"N
23 - 1°938'25.6401"N
24 - 0°59'29.2654"S
25 - 0°02'09.9289"S
26 - 1°02'59.5279"s
27 - 1°939'45.9742"s
28 - 1°38'25.6401"s
29 - 0°59'29.2654"S
30 - o°gz'o9.9289"n
31 - 10°14'12.979"s
32 - 12°11'38.912"s
33 - 12°14'12.417"s
34 - 10°18'19.684"S
35 - 9°04'32.4504"S
36 - 31907'55.733"s
37 - 29°58'S51"s

38 - 31°12'01.423"s
39 - 33908'17.518"S
40 - 33°05'42.39"'S
41 - 52°01'17.0186"S
42 - 58°44'42.705"S

43 - 53°59'35.867"S -

44 - 60°01'08.9054"S
45 - 54°02'13.6755"S
46 - 58°48'53.3758"S
47 - 52°05'21.0073"s
48 - 56°53'01.9331"s
49 - 50°53'09.5399"S
50 - 56°50'35.0337"'S

b

- 169°46'12.698"W
- 157309'31.277"2
- 166 50'09.324'"W
- 130°949'13.638"W
- 94948'58.6443"W
- 58949'45,.0437"W
- 22°50'28.7225'"w
- 13909'50.6766"E
- 49°10'46.3623"E
- 85°11'01.356"E
- 121°10'14.956"E
- 139°28'33.182"E
- 67923'08.1291"E
- 5°01'52.8242'"W
- 77°08'18.0602'"W
- 148950'05.798'"W
- 140010'14.546"E
- 148°51'00"wW
- 77950'35.8201"W
- 5027'49.0937"w
- 67°50'34.9946"E
- 141©16'54.823"E
- 105°954'19.924"E
68°36'13.2056"E
- 28°43'40.214"E
- 6°10'58.9748"W
- 43°931'57.017"W
- 78958'19.59"W
- 114°27'04.353"w
- 148952'24.843"W
- 176°42'05.894"E

connect them in a triangle pattern, then do the same with
points 2, 4, 6, you will have the ancient symbol called the
Seal of Solomon (Fig. 13).

Residents of the Gulf Coast area will be especially in-
terested in the location of balance pyramid (3): just off the
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Mississippi delta, in the Gulf of Mexico. Satellite readings
show that a center of very high energy exists in that area,
although the satellite could not accurately plot it.

The statement that an Earth axial pole-shift was a natural
part of the change from 3rd Density to 4th Density needs
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further clarification. The natural situation for a planet and
its grid is to be in unison, the grid poles with the planet’s
axial poles (the magnetic poles being effects of certain grid
relationships also). Therefore, if an axial pole-shift is to
take place, the two axial poles which result from this shift
will be two of the energy grid’s master nodes (N1 through
N6 and S1 through S6) that lie 180° apart. i

Several published articles refer to the coming axial shift.
A number of these, plus my own evaluations, state that the
shift will be about 45°. There is also belief that when the
shift is completed (fixed), all that was frigid will be tropic
and all that is tropic will be frigid. This seems reasonable in
light of past findings on the subject, but such statements
should not be taken as more than an approximation of the
resulting conditions. With all of the above taken into con-
sideration, the new axial poles look to end up at node N4
for the north pole and S6 for the south pole. This arrange-
ment comes the closest to satisfying all expected conditions.

There is, of course, much more that could be written
about the World Energy Grid, but I will leave it to each
reader to discover for himself or herself what kind of rela-
tionships are the most meaningful. All of the data necessary
to construct any or all portions of The Grid are spelled out
above. Just remember one basic rule: the closer that a junc-
tion is to the basic grid breakdown, the more potent is its
available energy.

Readers who are knowledgeable in the science of astron-
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omy will find that many interesting relationships can be
developed between the position of the stars (not planets)
and grid junctures. Not only do the grid junctures relate to
the energies feeding the planet as a whole, but certain (if not
all) junction points are tied into and matched with a partic-
ular star. In such case, the star’s relative position with the
celestial sphere is in the same exact position of that grid
juncture in Earth coordinates. For example, the Great Pyr-
amid, with Earth coordinates 29° S8 ' 51” N -31°09’ 00" E
is harmonically linked to the star having relative position in
the celestial sphere of right ascension 2 hrs. 4 min. 36 sec.
and declination of 29° 58’ 51”. Only the star/grid relation-
ships of the old 3rd Density grid can be related in this way
since, with the new pole locations and alignments, we can-
not calculate the new 4th Density grid relationships. In star/
grid calculations, do not forget to include the Earth axial
grid misalignment in your mathematical models.

For the benefit of those who have not yet surmised as
much, I note that the so-called Bermuda Triangle is position
N3, and the Devil’s Triangle is N5. Each of these twelve
master nodes represent the same kind of energy; they are
highly energized in a kind of flashing-light sequence.

Finally, it takes only a little imagination to develop almost
any form of geometric arrangement, i.e., squares, diamonds,
etc., out of the actual grid(s), simply by tying certain grid
junction nodes together in the desired form.
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'VERMONT’S UFO
INVASION

by Susan Green

On a recent frosty March day, Cedric Morse could not
help waking up around 4:30 a.m.

Although he has been retired since January, Morse has
roosterlike instincts from a lifetime of working the same
East Richford mountain farm where he was born and
raised. He invariably rises and shines before the sun.

On this particular morning, however, Morse found that
he was not the only thing shining in the predawn gloom of
West Jay Road. As Morse looked down the hill, he saw
three stationary lights, spaced three or four feet apart,
about 200 yards from the house. Although they did not
cast beams like headlights and seemed unusually bright,
Morse assumed the lights belonged to automobiles.
Thinking it odd for anyone else to be up and about in such
a secluded area at such an extraordinary hour, Morse
jumped in his car to check out the situation.

The spot where he had seen the lights was just beyond a
slight ridge in the road, but when he reached the ridge,
there was nothing in sight.

‘‘What bugs me is that there were no tracks anywhere
except mine,”’ Morse reflected with a bemused smile.
‘‘“There was an icy shale over everything that morning but
my tracks were the only ones to be seen.’’

Did such an eerie early morning experience make him a
sudden believer in the existence of Unidentified Flying
Objects? After all, he is not alone in claims of UFO
sightings; there has been a flurry of sightings in Richford
and other towns around Vermont.

“‘I’ve believed in them for almost 20 years,’”” Morse
declared emphatically. ‘‘But they told us not to say
anything about it.”’

They?

Morse recalled the day—Sept. 26, 1962—that he and his
wife, Doris, got an excited phone call from their
neighbors, Phyllis and Robert Waterhouse, reporting that
something awfully strange was hovering over their
milkshed.

It was late afternoon, some time after S. The Morses
drove the short distance down the road to the Waterhouse
farm, looked up and there were ‘‘two big, rounded,
metallic, domelike objects in the sky.”’

Morse said the objects were moving east to west.
Moments later, another pair was spotted coming out of the
south in a northeasterly direction. ‘‘They looked like
shallow oatmeal dishes,’”’ Morse said. ‘‘Bottom side up.”’

The Morses walked over to the Waterhouses who were
standing in front of their gray barn and, with assorted
young children gawking upward, stood and watched the
UFOs for several minutes.

Phyllis Waterhouse remembers the sightings this way:
‘““My son Mark, who was 4 or S years old then, was out
playing in the barnyard and he saw this object hovering.
He hollered for me and then I called my husband, who was
inside the barn. What I saw was a dull, gray thing, shaped
like a football. .
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“It just kind of hung there over the cornmer of the
milkhouse, then moved silently away at an awful speed.
But the whole time there was no noise.”’

Her husband, Robert, saw the object, which by that
time seemed ‘‘about 2,000 feet away, hovering over our
meadow.’” He thinks he saw *‘a little vapor coming from it
as it moved out. It moved with a speed you wouldn’t
believe, but no sound.’’

While the Morses tried to chase the UFOs along the
mountain road, somebody thought to call the U.S. Border
Patrol’s Richford office. By the time an officer arrived, the
objects were gone.

A short time later the Morses and the Waterhouses
were interviewed by someone they identified as a
government investigator, although no one bothered to ask
what branch of government the investigator represented.

‘‘He told us not to say anything to anyone,’’ Morse said.
‘“That it would stir up a panic.”’

‘““We had young kids in school then,”’ Doris Morse
added. ‘“We were afraid they’d get teased. So, at the
time, we didn’t care to talk about these things either.”’

That reluctance never prevented the Morses from
feeling sure they had had a close encounter, in the days
before the term was a movie title or a household word.
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‘“They can’t make you believe you didn’t see what you saw
in broad daylight,”’ Morse insisted.

The sheer numbers of Vermonters who are seeing what
they see these days is a bit astounding. In both the
Richford and Windsor areas, in particular, dozens of
citizens have witnessed strange lights and/or objects in
the skies for several weeks now, bolstering more sporadic
reports of encounters close and distant over the years.

The National UFO Reporting Center in Seattle,
Washington, a clearing house for information on sightings
since 1973, confirmed that the current rush of UFOs over
Yankee territory is unrivaled.

‘‘Based on information we are getting,”’ said center
director Robert Gribble, ‘‘it’s very quiet around the
country now, except the Vermont-New Hampshire area.’’

The sightings are occurring predominantly in Richford
and Windsor and, curiously, a great number of the reports
are from police and firemen.

‘““Why a policeman sees these things,’”’ suggested
Richford Police Chief Homer Combs, now a veteran UFO
witness, ‘‘is because we’re always looking for the unusual.
This is the job of a policeman. You take less notice of
ordinary things.”’

In November, Combs, as well as others in town, saw
‘‘two huge, real big, orange-colored lights’’ moving across
the same Jay Peak valley that is overlooked by the Morse
property. Combs was patrolling Richford’s Golf Course
Road at the time—approximately 7:30 p.m.—and had an
unobstructed view of the entire Richford-East Richford
area.

In early March, a St. Albans nurse, who wishes to
remain anonymous, was visiting her mother in East
Richford. At dusk, they went out on the porch. to
investigate the cause of a loud roar over the house. It was
‘‘black, like cast iron, the size of a normal plane but with a
bug-shaped body, flying at treetop level.”’ It had wings
that pointed upward and many blinking red lights all over
the wings and bottom, and was heading toward the town
of East Richford.

Many people who spot UFOs are normally publicity-shy,
but Combs said that, during the early part of March, it
seemed as if he was getting almost daily reports from
townspeople. ‘‘They are all over the place,”’ he claimed.

More than 100 miles southeast of Richford, the town of
Windsor, on the Connecticut River, has been busy with
UFOs this winter. Police Sgt. Richard Polland, officers
William Hines, Dave LaPlante and Ronald Walker; Fire
Chief Bruce Stearns, firefighters Raymond Seeley, Ralph
Burnham and Dave Kibling are among the growing
legions of Windsor County people who have seen
inexplicable things in the starry skies of southern
Vermont.

A year ago, two women working at Vermont Public
Radio—Lynda Kingsbury and Lucy Slothower—had an
early evening experience with something flashing yellow,
blue, red and white lights, about 3,000 feet in the air
directly over the supermarket they had just left in the
center of Windsor.

But not until the 1982 season have the generally
triangular-shaped objects begun making frequent appear-
ances there.

It started Feb. 2, with Polland, a 14-year veteran of the
town’s police force. Polland sighted what he thought was a
UFO from his hilltop house about 6 p.m. and called the

’
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department to tell fellow officers to gaze heavenward. By
the time he reached the center of town, Polland observed
‘“‘that there wasn’t one, there were two of these things, not
even 1,000 feet in the air.”’

As the police watched from a parking lot, Stearns and
some of his men observed the objects as they stood in front
of the fire station. Both groups report they saw red and
blue lights, seemingly in a triangular pattern when viewed
through high-powered binoculars, moving southeast, then
suddenly turning and speeding off toward Mount
Ascutney, just southwest of the town center. There was no
noise.

Just then, two jets, with flashing lights and much noise,
came over Windsor from the northwest, apparently in
pursuit of the objects. As the planes got closer to the
UFOs,- Stearns and Polland recalled, the lights on the
UFOs disappeared. ‘‘They just vanished,”” Polland
claimed.

Calls by a reporter to virtually every Air Force base and
Air National Guard outpost in New England produced no
account of any military planes intercepting UFOs near
Windsor that night.

Two weeks ago there was another sighting. March 22,
firefighters Burnham and Kibling, along with police Sgt.
Gordon Gillen, looked up about 11:30 p.m. to see red,
blue, green and white lights in a triangular pattern. They
watched the object hovering on the western horizon from
the parking lot of the Grand Union supermarket which
provides a comprehensive vista of eastern and western
skylines.

When Gillen flashed the blue lights of his police car, the
UFOs lights became brighter, according to Burnham, who
then flashed the red light of his Fire Department vehicle.
“The UFO lights got brighter again,’”’ he said incred-
ulously. ‘‘It seemed to be answering us.”’ .

An attempt at communication with a UFO was less
successful for John and Sue Pritt a few years ago. The
Enosburg Falls residents were driving home late one night
when they saw some unusual lights at about treetop level
that seemed to be following their car.

Suspecting it was a small airplane in trouble, the Pritts
stopped the car. The object stopped directly in front of and
over them. A

In the belief that it was actually a helicopter, John—an
electrical engineer and ham radio operator—began
blinking the car headlights in Morse code, spelling out:
‘““Where are you?”’

‘‘Suddenly, there was a loud roar,’”’ remembered Sue
Pritt. ‘‘And the thing zipped out of sight.”’

Another highway encounter took place a year ago on
U.S. 7, just north of Vergennes. John and Denise LaCroix
were heading back to Burlington about 10 p.m. on a
Sunday when they saw lights ‘‘kind of hopping around
strangely’’ off to their right. They could not see much, but
moments later a large, domed object appeared directly
over the road.

The LaCroixes both described it as being as big as an
airplane. ‘‘It had square windows or something all around
the bottom,’’ Mrs. LaCroix said, ‘‘and one larger window
in the center. There was a bright white light that seemed
to be flashing in sequence from window to window all
around the bottom and one steady white light coming from
the central window.”’

The craft hovered over the road at treetop level, no more

’
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than a feotball field’s length from the LaCroix car. Even
with the windows rolled down, the couple could hear no
noise from the UFO, even when, a minute or two later, it
sped away with a velocity that astounded them.

A Vermont Transit bus had been traveling the same
road just in front of them.

‘“‘When this thing appeared,’”’ LaCroix said, ‘‘the bus
brake lights came on. We had to step on our brakes. We
followed the bus into town and ran over to the driver. I
started to say: ‘Excuse me, but just past Vergennes . . .’
and he cut me off: ‘Yeah, I know what you mean. I saw it
too.” ’’ The driver then described the same object the
LaCroixes had seen. .

‘‘He told us that at first he thought it was a plane, until
he noticed the lights chasing each other at the bottom,’’
Mrs. LaCroix said. ‘‘He said he didn’t want to mention it
to anyone to protect his reputation, but advised us to call
the airport to find out if they had anything flying in the
vicinity of Vergennes that night. They didn’t.”’

The LaCroixes cannot remember the exact date or the
bus driver’s name. A Vermont Transit spokesman said
that, without a date, the company could not pinpoint which
driver had that route.

The bus driver may have feared for his reputation, but
Paul Hodes, a New Hampshire assistant attorney general
of the criminal division, does not.

The way Hodes tells it, he was driving on Interstate 91
near the Norwich exit in late January when he spied a
‘‘vaguely triangular-shaped object’”” with red and white
lights on the eastern horizon. Hodes said he pulled his car
over to the side of the road and opened his windows,
hoping to hear what a UFO sounds like. He heard only
silence.

““The whole affair seemed to be moving north at a
stately pace,’’ he said of his not-so-close encounter.

Much the same thing occurred several weeks later on
the same road. Al Semple, a foreman with the New
England Power Co. of New Hampshire, was driving near
Windsor February 19 when, he said, he saw two sets of
lights on the eastern horizon. He and his two-man crew
stopped and watched. It was an overcast night and the
cloud ceiling was about 1,500 feet, Semple said. The
intensity of the lights kept changing and then one
object—which through binoculars appeared to have
windows—proceeded southwest and the other northeast.

When Semple started to turn on the utility truck’s
spotlight one of his crew members blurted, ‘‘Put that out.
They might see us.”’ So Semple did not try to signal the
strange aircraft.

‘“l was thinking friendly thoughts, I'’ll tell you,”’
Semple recalled, laughing.

Semple has since heard several reports of sightings by
other power company personnel, over power stations or
high-power lines in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
His theory is that the Windsor UFOs were not really over
Vermont, but rather just across the river where his
company maintains a ‘““115-KV line.”’

One of the most recent series of UFO reports—taking
place on the same night that Windsor police and
firefighters were entertaining possible intergalactic
visitors—is somewhat of a departure from the rest. In five
Vermont towns, families called state police just after 9
p.m. to say they had seen something flying through the air
‘and possibly crashing to the earth nearby.
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Victor-and Rita Salls said they and their son, Douglas,
were sitting at the dinner table in their Randolph Center
home when a bright greenish-yellow light streaked across
their line of vision as they looked out.

As the family watched in amazement, the object
swooped down from above treetop level and seemed to
crash by the town’s water tower in the center of town,
about a mile from the Salls house.

““There was no noise that we could hear and suddenly
we saw no more light,”’ Salls said. ‘‘It burned out or
whatever.”’

When state troopers checked the spot where the Salls
believed the object had landed, there was no evidence of
anything unusual, according to Bethel dispatcher Phil
Colby.

About the same time, Pamela and Deborah Carrier and
their brother Rick were driving into South Royalton on
Vermont 14 when ‘‘a big, greenish, very bright round light
with a yellowish tail’’ came into view, moving northeast,
according to Rick Carrier. It appeared to crash behind
Happy Hollow Hill but when the young people drove
around the hill to investigate, they found nothing
untoward.

Nancy Hunt of West Braintree was driving home along
Thresher Road around 9 p.m. She said she witnessed a
green, basketball-shaped light cruising at a 20-degree
angle with the earth.’’ It, too, seemed to hit ground in the
nearby woods.

Priscilla Oakland tells a similar story. She said she was
sitting in a living room chair in her home in Barnard
looking out the window. Suddenly, a greenish-white light
on what appeared to be an ‘‘oblong object’’ whizzed past -
her line of vision, moving due north, parallel with the
ground at slightly higher than treetop level. ‘‘It was going
right over our hayfield,”” Mrs. Oakland said. ‘I jumped
out of my chair. It seemed to be making a straight line for
the Randolph Center water tower, which we can see from
Barnard, 20 miles away, on a clear day.”’

“‘I’'ve never seen anything like it in my life,”” swore
Lorraine Alexander of Vernon, about 85 miles southeast
of Randolph. ‘I saw it fly by my window, a great, big, red
ball of fire. It was too big to be a falling star. It was moving
northwest over the atomic plant (Vermont Yankee) and I
expected to see a big crash, but nothing else happened.”’

’

Can people in five towns—one at least 85 miles from the
others—have each seen the same thing appearing to crash
almost in their back yards? Can flying triangles participate
in a light show with police and firemen?

Are people of the Green Mountain State undergoing
some sort of mass, hallucinogenic psychosis? Are they
seeing Russian spy ships or secret American military
technology? Northern lights? Southern Comfort?

Or are we indeed not alone? Could it be that Vermonters
are getting together with extraterrestrial flatlanders, so to
speak?

In the words of Windsor Police Sgt. Richard Polland:
““They’re there, whatever they are. You figure it out.”’

N\za

This article originally appeared in the April 4, 1982 iss_ue
of Vermonter, Sunday magazine of The Burlington Free
Press, Burlington, Vt., and is reprinted by permission.

First Quarter 1982




The Politics of Water

by Christopher Bird

Chapter 9 of The Divining Hand by Christopher Bird (E. P. Dutton, New York)
© 1979 by Christopher Bird Reprinted by permission of the author and the publisher

Our Fourth Quarter 1981 issue (Pursuit No. 56) excerpted Chapter 8 of SITU member Chris
Bird’s book The Divining Hand which recounted the amazing achievements of engineer Stephan
Reiss: he found “new water” where no one else could, to satisfy the ever-growing, ever-thirsty
population of the U.S. West. Reiss’ story continues in the following Chapter 9 from Bird’s book.

Three Wells Worth a Million

EISS decided that what he had accomplished at Nel-

son, Nevada, could be duplicated almost anywhere.
To test his theory at his own expense, he purchased a bar-
ren plot half the size of a football field in Black- Canyon,
an arid rocky cleft in the Susana Knolls above Simi Valley
between Ventura and Los Angeles, where all signs in-
dicated to him an excellent chance of tapping ‘‘primary
water,’’ as he called it.

When pumped, the very first well he put down caused
a brook to cascade down the hill and inundate the rail-
road track in the valley below. Two more wells combined
with the first to produce 3,000 gpm of water, enough to
supply the daily needs of 10,000 people. Visiting neigh-
bors stared open-mouthed at his lush garden, complete
with pool and an aviary filled with macaws, cockatoos,
and other tropical parrots, one of which, whenever Reiss
started up his pump, would shriek: ‘‘Oh, boy, water,
water, water!”’ Reiss was glad to allow some of his neigh-
bors, in dire straights for water, to pipe it free of charge
from his copious supply.

News of the mining engineer’s success spread through-
out Ventura County and elicited increasing demands for
his knowledge. The owner of the new Sinaloa Ranch was
able to subdivide his property after Reiss found him a
source of water big enough for a housing development.
When Hans Wilhelm Rohl, a multimillionaire contrac-
tor who had helped to build the strategic Alaska High-
way, acquired the 5,000-acre Rancho Dos Vientos at the
western end of Portrero Valley, Reiss multiplied its worth
from $100,000 to $500,000 by bringing in two wells abun-
dant enough to create a small lake.

Two wells drilled during an extended drought on a
wilting lemon orchard owned by San Francisco dentist,
Dr. John C. Campbell, produced what their owner call-
ed the ‘‘best, sweetest water in the whole valley.”” Ano-
ther citrus operation owned by the chief pathologist at
the Santa Monica Hospital was saved when Reiss bored
him two wells each producing more than 400 gallons per
minute. :

None of Reiss’s wells was as appreciated as the one
sunk for Candido Ivaro near Camarillo. A worker on the
ranch of a descendant of one of the orizinal holders of a
California land grant issued by the Spanish king—for
whom the town of Camarillo is named today—Ivaro had
been given twenty-six acres of land by his boss for years
of faithful service. On his new holding, Ivaro spent his
savings—and five years of his life—to establish a nursery
of 30,000 lemon seedlings. Just as they were about ready
for grafting and sale, they began dying from lack of wa-
ter. The two wells on his property, drilled to 224 and 473
feet, had gone dry.

When, in 1955, Reiss’s wife Thelma heard of Ivaro’s
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plight at a garden club meeting, she asked her husband
to see if he could help the nurseryman, who was rumored
to be so depressed at his potential ruin that he was on the
verge of suicide. In the middle of Ivaro’s small holding,
less than fifty yards from one of the dry wells, Reiss drill-
ed to 234 feet to produce 550 gpm, an amount limited
only by the capacity of the pump. By coincidence, the
day faliowing the first pumping of the well fell on Cinco
de Mayo, the popular festival commemorating the Mex-
ican victory over superior French forces at Puebla in
1862.

‘“I never knew there were so many Mexicans in the
county until then,”” remembers Reiss. ‘‘They all heard
over the grapevine about Ivaro’s new well and swarmed
to his property for a celebration. By that time, water
was filling up huge depressions on his land with kids
frolicking and swimming in it. There were cases of Mex-
ican beer, baskets of tacos, and bowls of guacamole,
laughter and guitar-playing and singing.”’

Ivaro was ecstatic. ‘““The pump goes night and day,”
he later told friends and neighbors, ‘‘and the water al-
ways stays at about eighty-five feet in the pipe. Around
here, in July and August, when everyone is pumping,
the wells always drop. But not mine. It’s always the
same.’’

Reiss’s activities in the dry region west of Los Angeles
began to irritate hydrogeologic experts at the California
Water Resources Division (WRD) who were receiving re-
ports and queries about Reiss’s method for water loca-
tion that were as welcome to them as Willey’s queries on
dowsing had been to the U.S. Geological Survey. To
this was added public confusion stemming from a basic
question: If water was available locally in the amounts
suggested by Reiss’s work, why were southern California
politicians. insisting that future supplies were only devel-
opable through more systems such as those that had al-
ready been engineered to transport water from faraway
Lake Crowley high above Bishop on the east side of the
Sierra Nevada, and from the equally distant reservoir im-
pounded behind Parker Dam on the Colorado River?

Fanning the flames of the controversy was a two-part
article in the 1953 issue of Fortnight, a southern Califor-
nia magazine: ‘‘Revolution in Water Seeking: Steve Reiss
Has a New Idea of How to Look for Water and 69 Wells
to Support His Theory.”’” If results mean anything to
scientists, challenged the magazine, Reiss’s theories of
water’s origin ought to be investigated. It added that
though they had been borne out in practice, they had all
the deadweight of hydrologic dogma against them.

Fortnight diagnosed what really was at issue: the mon-
ey being made in the vast water transport schemes so irre-
sistible to California’s financial and political leadership.
Greed was blocking methods for locating wells which,
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if generally adopted and used on a large scale, would
amount to the discovery of a new continent.

The article so aroused the ire of WRD officials that
" they at once initiated an investigation of the wells
brought in by Reiss. That it relied more on hearsay than
on solid fact-finding was evidenced by its admission that
WRD agents addressed questions to persons ‘‘living in or
having knowledge of’’ the water situation in areas where
Reiss had developed wells—rather than to those property
owners who were amply profiting from the wells’ output.
Thus, the report characterized the wells sunk -for Dr.
Campbell as only ‘‘apparently satisfactory according
to a neighbor,”” though ‘‘no production data were avail-
able.”” The same wells continue to irrigate lemon groves
today.

The WRD report characterized Reiss’s own wells at
Simi as being placed ‘‘to pump rain and runoff water un-
derlying the hillside.”” He was only mining water which
had been collecting for past centuries, they added, and
ultimately his wells would run dry. When he read the re-
port to his friends, Reiss laughed wryly and told them: ‘I
have pumped 100 million cubic feet of water from those
wells, a volume equal to the hill itself. If this is contained
water, there is now 100 million cubic feet of void under
that hill, and I don’t know what’s holding it up.”’

If the WRD experts had taken the trouble to ask, Reiss
could have furnished them with a tape-recording of the
water flowing underground made by lowering a micro-
phone down one of the well shafts to a point some 200
feet below the earth’s surface. The water rushing through
rock sounded to most ears like a bubbling cauldron ac-
companied by distant kettledrums and reminded one
minister of the church of the passage of Genesis that re-
ferred to ‘‘subterranean waters bursting forth upon the
earth.”

The question of productivity was finally settled, not by
the biased report of the government investigators, but by
Clint Murchison, Texas oil and gas tycoon who, attracted
by press accounts of the Reiss wells, offered to buy them.
Before the sale was completed, Murchison sent his own
engineers from Texas to the Black Canyon site where
over a period of eighteen months they tested the wells to
prove their worth as an endurable water supply for large
housing tracts Murchison wished to develop in Simi Val-
ley. Murchison was obviously satisfied with the tests. In
September 1955, the Ventura County Star-Free Press re-
ported that he had agreed to purchase the three wells for
one million dollars in a deal that made the small plot of
land into which they had been drilled one of the most
expensive pieces of real estate in California.

From Lakeside to Eilat

When he learned of the transaction, Burton Arnds, presi-
dent of Sparklett’s Drinking Water, a firm supplying
fresh water in five-gallon bottles all over southern Cali-
fornia, decided to take action. Arnds had put a lot of
money into a plant at Lakeside in San Diego County
where at the advice of WRD specialists he had drilled
three wells, each of which initially supplied 100 gpm.
Within six months, the bottler was dismayed to observe
that his water supply was not only becoming progres-
sively more mineralized—or, in folk parlance, ‘‘harder”
—but was in fact beginning to run out. The water offi-
cials told him the water table below the valley was getting
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lower and that continued pumping might exhaust his
wells. After driving all the way to Simi to have a look at
what Murchison had purchased, Arnds offered Reiss a
contract to find him a well that could save his Lakeside
bottling plant from disaster. Reiss’s careful study of the
surface geology of the surrounding region and petro-
graphic analysis of various rock types, led him to begin
drilling, not in a brand new spot, but at the bottom of a .
400-foot well that had gone dry.

When the diamond-core drill bit twisted down some
500 feet lower, it encountered a large crevice in the rock
and water burst up out of the hole to spray the drillers
before settling back to twenty feet below the surface of
the ground. Finished in 1955, the same well continues, in
1979, to furnish 300 gpm of high-grade water. In case of
emergency Reiss located another equally productive well
not fifty yards from the first. The second well has never
been used.

‘““With two babies like these,’’ Reiss told visitors to the
Sparklett’s Lakeside plant in 1977, ‘‘we could supply all
water needs for a large community. The one you see
pumping is a sample of thousands we could drill in the

+ United States and other countries, to provide water at

much lower cost than normal.”’

Arnds’s good fortune, far from serving to inspire
WRD officials to investigate Reiss’s methods, goaded
them into enlisting the aid of academic geologists in their
effort to discredit him. First to attack was Dr. Ulysses S.
Grant, 1V, professor at the University of California at
Los Angeles who asked publicly why, if Reiss’s methods
were so good, he had not published something about
them in a scientific journal. Next came University of
California ground water geologist, Dr. John F. Mann,
Jr., who warned his television audience that Reiss’s ideas
about a source of what he now called ‘‘primary water’”’
were delusional.

The altercation came to the attention of Kimmis Hen-
drick, Chief of the Pacific News Bureau of the Christian
Science Monitor, who investigated its background. He
found that Mann had recommended a well site on a large
farm newly purchased in the Anza Valley by specialty
crop farmer Harry Pursche, who had already fruitlessly
expended $40,000 to drill for irrigation water. Called in
as a consultant, Mann told Pursche that his only chance
was to probe a sand fill where ‘‘water might have col-
lected.”” Five hundred and ninety-three feet and another
$12,000 later, Pursche had only 4 gallons per minute,
wholly insufficient for his needs.

Told of the farmer’s plight by Hendrick, Reiss had
Pursche bulldoze a road up a 350-foot-high granite hil-
lock and clear a flat space for a water-drilling rig. News
of this undertaking spread through the valley and attrac-
ted the attention of state geologists working in the area
who informed their home office in Sacramento about
the development. The next day six members of the WRD
arrived at the Pursche spread to warn its owner that his
new attempt to locate irrigation. water would only add a
preposterous sequel to his lengthy saga of hard luck. One
of them personally guaranteed to drink every drop of
water that came out of the hard rock underlying Reiss’s
site.

Reiss’s answer was to predict before any drilling com-
menced that he would strike water at 300-310 feet in a
volume ranging from 300-1,000 gpm. The first water
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came in at 302 feet. The following morning the drill stem
would not turn. Something in the hole was blocking its
normal rotation. A bailer put down the well to retrieve
whatever might be causing the blockage dredged up fist-
fuls of steel ball bearings. Within two days, three large
bucketfuls of bearings had been removed. In an effort to
prove the well worthless, someone had thrown them
down the hole under cover of night to prevent further
drilling.

When the well was finally finished and cased, a 500-
gallon capacity pump was lowered into the hole. Powered
by one of Pursche’s tractors, it pumped steadily for sixty
hours. Neighbors for miles around who had gathered at
the well were no less dumbfounded by the find than Pro-
fessor Mann who nevertheless continued to insist that
Reiss had ‘‘just been lucky.’”’ In spite of this belittle-
ment, the WRD had no choice but to report that “‘initial
production of the well compares very favorably with the
best previous wells in the area. For limited periods it has
pumped as much as 1,030 gallons per minute, and it has
pumped an estimated 400 gpm °‘nearly continuously’ for
over thirty days.” :

By 1958 Reiss’s exploits came to the attention of the
Israeli government, which invited the mining engineer
to find water for the new city of Eilat on the Red Sea’s
Gulf of Agaba. After a flight to Tel Aviv, he met with
then Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion and his advisors
who urged him to go ahead with his search as soon as
possible. Less enthusiastic were a group of leading Israe-
li geologists who, like their American counterparts, vigor-
ously opposed Reiss’s theory of water development.
““Only after a protracted session during which I explained
it,”” Reiss later said, ‘‘did they agree that my proposal
had merit.”” This was confirmed by Israel’s chief water
geologist who is occupied with water research in arid
zones. ‘I am fully aware of the limitations of our ortho-
dox methods in geohydrological prospecting and am
much impressed by the glimpse I got of the new methods
offered by Mr. Reiss, recognizing the unfathomed possi-
bilities which may be opening up before us while apply-
ing these methods. I decided, encouraged by my superi-
ors, to cooperate with Mr. Reiss’s research for primary
waters in our arid zones.”’

High in the mountainous country along the Israel-Jor-
dan border, Reiss located a well about a mile and a half
from Eilat itself. ‘“The site chosen,’’ wrote Meir Ben-Dov
in the Jerusalem Post, ‘4s where a five-meter-wide cleft,
running vertically through the mountain, is crossed at
right angles by a similar cleft, hardly twenty centimeters
across. The bowels of the earth in erupting have filled
these clefts with an igneous intrusion of a soft, soapy-
feeling, mottled brown rock called gabbro. The drill
slowly worked its way downward, alternately in igneous
intrusion and again in granite as the cleft in the rock
snaked its way downward.”’

During the work, problems linked to cave-ins and the
jamming of drill pieces beyond the Israeli drilling team’s
experience were finally solved when Reiss’s associate,
James Scott, who had worked with him on many wells
over the years, was sent to Israel to supervise operations.

On May 29, 1959, the Jerusalem Post estimated that
the amount of water struck in the Reiss-located well was
enough to supply a city of more than 100,000 persons in-
cluding industry, air-conditioning, parks, gardens, and a
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dozen outlying villages. Analysis of the water, stated the -
newspaper, revealed that the Eilatis, used to drinking wa-
ter with 3,000 parts per million of dissolved mineral salts,
now had a supply with only 1/6 that amount. For his
work in Israel, Ben-Gurion presented Reiss with a medal
and his wife with a silver-bound copy of the Talmud in
English.

The astounding find was not lost on Arab leaders. In-
vited to Cairo by Egypt’s Gamal Abdel Nasser, Reiss be-
came the only exception to a rigid years-long stricture
prohibiting Americans who had visited Israel from setting
foot in Arab lands. Along the Nile he located several wa-
ter wells in rock for prominent Egyptians before flying
on to the Sudan where a revolution disrupted his planned
exploration.

On a homeward-bound visit to Cyprus, Reiss was inter-
viewed in Nicosia by an English-language newspaper re-
porter investigating new approaches to finding water.
The reporter had read a long letter written by Henry
Gross, a dowser living in Maine who achieved fame
when, working over a map of Bermuda on his kitchen
table .in Portland, he aecurately dowsed fresh water in
the British Island colony which ever since its settlement
had depended on captured rain or imports for its needs.
Gross’s confirmed predictions had so impressed the cele-
brated American historical novelist, Kenneth Roberts,
that he wrote not one, but three books on Gross’s dows-
ing finds that are now dowsing classics.*

The Purest of Waters

In his' letter Gross maintained that his dowsing rod in-
dicated no less than fourteen ‘‘primary domes’’ of fresh
water in the hills and mountains of Cyprus. Without
telling Reiss about the dowser’s report, the investigative
journalist asked the mining engineer what he thought of
the possibility of finding badly needed supplies of wa-
ter on the island. Reiss replied: ‘I am convinced that
abundant supplies of water are available to the people of
Cyprus, right below their feet and flowing in deep-seated
solid rock fissures that could be scientifically located.
Man has overlooked ‘primary water’ that has never been
seen on the face of the earth. Even more importantly, it
cannot be contaminated by nuclear fallout or surface pol-
lution as can reservoirs aboveground.”’ _

To test his theory, Reiss sank a series of deep wells in
the desert country stretching from far up the Owens Riv-
er Valley all the way to the Salton Sea out of which water
exploded in geysers that shot into the air sometimes high-
er than the towers of the drill rigs. One of them was drill-
ed on a plot of land he himself had purchased for a song.
Wheri it produced plentiful water, he resold at a $139,000
profit. Near an anomalous hemisphere-shaped hillock on
the otherwise flat desert southeast of the hamlet of
Randsburg he sunk two wells which, together with a third
drilled a few miles distant, today supply all the water for
California City, as the settlement pioneered by the de-
velopers was christened.

Reiss’s findings were supplemented by a quarter-of-a-
million-dollar study which concluded that water travel-
ling in the fault system under the desert had nothing in
common with any water in ‘‘alluvium sedimentary aqui-
fers,”’ i.e., the water table. The chief coordinator of the

*Henry Gross and His Dowsing Rod, 1951; The Seventh Sense, 1953;
Water Unlimited, 1957; all Doubleday & Company, Garden City, N.Y.
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study, -Olindo Romulus Angelillo, a registered civil engi-
neer, told the Christian Science Monitor that more than a
million acre-feet flowed under the desert. ‘“‘A million
acre-feet,”” the Monitor commented, ‘‘is a staggering
amount of water. It is enough to meet the annual needs
of five million people. It is three times as much as the
Los Angeles Metropolitan Water District gets from the
Owens River, which for nearly half a century has been
the city’s main source of water supply. It is twice as
much as the eighty-three cities in the Los Angeles Metro-
politan area draw annually from the Colorado River. It is
more than half as much as southern California hopes to
get someday from the Feather River.”’

The Feather River Project to which the newspaper re-
ferred was at the time provoking one of the most acerbic
debates in California history. It proposed to dam the riv-
er at a junction with one of its forks near Oroville, some
sixty miles north of Sacramento and channel part of the
impounded water hundreds of miles to the arid south-
land. The projected transportation system was to be the
biggest water supply scheme ever undertaken in human
history. Estimated in 1959 to cost at least $14 billion, it
has since proved to be many billions more expensive.

Every man, woman, and child in California, and un-
born generations as well, were to be saddled with water
taxes to pay off bonds financing the scheme. The an-
nouncement that a huge supply of water might be tap-
pable under the Mojave seemed to pose a threat to Cali-
fornia’s Governor Edmund G. ‘‘Pat’’ Brown, who had
politically committed himself to the project and to the
groups supporting it—bonding companies, banks, con-
struction firms, materials suppliers, and others—who
stood to make sizable profits.

450 Miles or 450 Feet?

Back home in California Reiss was approached by a
group of developers contemplating the establishment of a
brand new city in the Mojave Desert to provide the pub-
lic with an option of living in a noncongested area. What
they badly needed was a supply of water. This was all
Reiss needed to prove another theory he had developed—
that a supply of water ran under the Mojave large
enough to supply the needs of all of southern California.
He knew that the agricultural empire in California’s Cen-
tral Valley had been brought into being by water flowing
in a dozen or more rivers down the west slopes of the
Sierra Nevada. On the eastern side of the divide, how-
ever, hardly any surface water flow could be observed,
in spite of the fact that a massive 50 million acre-feet of
water had been estimated by the U.S. Forest Service, the
Bureau of Land Management, and other government
agencies to collect there in winter as in the snow pack.

In the Owens River Valley along the road to Lone Pine
and Big Pine east of Sequoia National Park, Reiss dis-
covered that if he walked three or four miles up into
dozens of bone-dry deep gash canyons, he would encoun-
ter streams full of fish, which disappeared into the earth.
He came to the conclusion that a large part of the snow-
melt flowed only part way down the eastern side of the
Sierra before disappearing into the crushed and fractur-
ed rocky system. If this were so, an enormous river net-
work should be flowing underground to exit into the
ocean.

As the Monitor summed up the enormous implications:
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“The find could change the whole character of the west-
ern quest for water. It conceivably could make pointless
the longstanding fight bet'veen the western states over the
water of the Colorado River. It could make equally
pointless the divisive bickering between northern and
southern California over the destiny of the Feather Riv-
(S s :
In the midst of a heated campaign to put across to the
California public the urgent need to vote for the Feather
River Project, Reiss contracted with the San Bernadino
Municipal Water District (SBMWD) to drill wells suffici-
ent to supply the needs of huge San Bernadino County
in perpetuo for a sum infinitesimally smaller than that to
be levied against the district as its share of the Feather
River Project. Reiss’s first well for the SBMWD, brought
in a Yucaipa, delivered 900 gpm in 600 feet of solid gran-
ite. A movie of the well pumping water was screened by
excited county officials to prove that county residents did
not necessarily have to bear the yoke of an expensive
bond issue. When the well was on the point of being ac-
cepted by the SBMWD, Reiss was summoned to a private
meeting with its manager who shamefacedly told him that
he had been asked by Governor Brown to shut down the
well. Flabbergasted, Reiss asked why. ‘‘Because,”’ ad-
mitted the SBMWD manager, ‘‘he felt that if you could-
n’t be stopped from running around the country bring-
ing in maverick water wells, the whole bonding issue was
in jeopardy.”’

Having no choice but to defend himself against politi-
cal skulduggery, Reiss went to court to collect some
$200,000 in costs that he had personally incurred in the
SBMWD drilling. The court accepted evidence from State
Water Division engineers who, as Reiss puts it, ‘“‘had just
left school,”’ that the well he had put down would not
produce the water claimed for it. Reiss lost his case both
in the lower and the appeals courts but finally won when
the decision was reversed in the Supreme Court of Cali-
fornia. Not wishing to add to the tax burden of ordinary -
citizens, he declined to sue for the full $7 million amount
of his contract.

Angry and hurt, Reiss carried his case to the public by
testifying before a Select Committee on National Water
Resources of the United States Senate in. Los Angeles in
October 1959. He began by pointing out that conven-
tional solutions to an ever-increasing need for pure water

- differed but little from ancient methods of transporting

water on mule back or through such aqueduct systems as
those built in classical Roman times. Prophetically, Reiss
told the committeemen that not only were safe areas for
dam building fast running out in the United States, but
that dams represented no long-term solution because, in
the end, silt collecting behind them would eventually
create mudlfats for beavers and waterfalls, if the dams
themselves did not burst beforehand.

As an alternative, Reiss proposed serious study of wa-
ter flowing in rock fissures. “Why should huge sums be
spent to build pipe lines over great distances when Mo-
ther Nature has created her own pipe lines?”’ he asked
the committee. ‘‘It is certainly far more economical to
pump water vertically up 450 feet than to pump it and
transport it laterally for 450 miles!”’

To counter the force of Reiss’s arguments, the Califor-
nia Director of Water Resources rushed into print with

(Continued on page 34)
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The Chinese
Connection

EVIDENCE OF TRANS-PACIFIC
VOYAGES IN
PRE-COLUMBIAN TIMES

by Diane E. Wirth

Olmec terra-cotta head with Chinese
features. After photograph from Ancient
Egyptians and Chinese in America by
R. A. Jairazbhoy, Rowman &

Littlefield (1974).

CCORDING TO ancient records,! Chinese Buddhist monks visited the land of Fusang in the year
458 of our era. Fusang was described as being 20,000 li, or about 6,500 miles from China, and
the breadth of the strange land was said to be 10,000 li, or approximately 3,250 miles. The records

also mention a wide sea beyond the land-mass.2

Is this an historical account of Chinese travelers who reached America a thousand years before
Columbus? Let us examine the account, along with other possible Eastern-Western similarities, to see

what evidence we gather. . . .

The narrative states that, during the reign of China’s
Emperor Yung Yuan, a Buddhist monk named Hui Shen
returned from a strange land in 499 A.D. Hui Shen is said
to have arrived in Fusang in 458 A.D. in company with
other Buddhist monks; however, the records’show that on-
ly Hui Shen returned to China. As part of their priestly
duties, the monks taught principles of Buddhism to the
natives through the use of religious books and images. Hui
Shen wrote up their mission as a success in his report.3

It may-have been because the monks were so impressed
by the many uses of the fusang tree that they named the
land Fusang. Fusang trees had leaves resembling bamboo
shoots; the red, pear-shaped fruit was edible; and the bark
was used to make cloth and paper. Scholars have searched
long and hard for the fusang tree to help identify the loca-
tion of the land called Fusang, for no such tree grew in or
around China. In recent times, two lines of thought have
developed, and both lead to the American continent.

In her book Pale Ink, Henriette Mertz theorizes that the
pear-shaped, red fruit of the fusang must be corn. Her
reasoning: the fruit of the fusang was said to last a year
without spoilage, and the husk growing over an ear of corn
and the green stalks in a cornfield bear clos¢ resemblance
to young bamboo. As for the color red, Mertz notes that
wild corn comes naturally in a variety of colors, including
red.4

Deng Tuo, a contemporary Chinese historian, takes a
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different view. He identifies the fusang tree as the cactus-
like century plant of Mexico.s This agave was used by the
Indians for hundreds of years for paper, food, drink and
clothing.

Hui Shen’s account of the enigmatic land across the sea
draws many parallels with pre-Columbian cultures, such as
the customs and ‘traditions of -the people, portions of
religious beliefs, types of food and clothing, procedures of
government and conduct of the military, construction of
living quarters, and layout of villages.

George F. Carter, a professor of geography at Texas
A&M University, has studied the theory of diffusion (i.e.,
transoceanic voyages). He notes that both the American
variety of peanut and the American hibiscus reached China
before the time of Christ.6 Thus we are given a nice bit of
living evidence that the Chinese not only crossed to
America but also returned home, much as the account of
Fusang relates.

A Difference of 9,000 Years

Do scientists today readily accept ancient voyages to the
Americas from the East? In the words of Betty J. Meggers
of the Smithsonian Institution, ‘‘Aside from cultural

" evolution, no theory has provoked more violent dissension

”7

among anthropologists than trans-Pacific contact.
Wherein does the principal controversy lie?
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Fig. 1

(left) Weight anchor,
Palos Verdes

(center) Line weight,
Patton Escarpment

(right) Boom-hoist
counterweight,
Palos Verdes

From “Stone Anchors: Asiatic Shipwrecks Off the California Coast” by Larry Pierson and James
Moriarty, Anthropological Jecurnal of Canada, Vol. 18, No. 3, 1980.

Thomas Jefferson was among the first to put forward
the Bering Strait concept, suggesting that man arrived in
.North America by way of Asia, across a ‘‘land-bridge’’
which connected thé two continents about 10,000 years
ago. From Jefferson’s times onward, even to the present,
this theory has enjoyed wide acceptance despite the scarci-
ty of supporting evidence. A large-scale migration from
Asia 10,000 years ago would not account for the numerous
cultural similarities between the Far East and the New
World that by proof date to about 1,000 years ago. The
artifacts suggest the influence of a rather smal// number of
Asians—way below any number that could have produced
the large populace which existed.

If man didn’t come solely over the Bering landbridge,
where else could he have come from? Archeologists are
looking in many directions for answers. A great deal of in-
formation has been published which seems to connect land
masses across the Atlantic with early America, and lands
to the west (i.e., the Far East) are not being overlooked,
but a number of problems remain. For example:

Blood types of the American Indian do not correspond
to the Mongoloid but seem to bear a closer relationship to
European and Near Eastern types. Among Asians, blood
types A and B are most common; among American In-
dians, type O predominates. Except for the Eskimos,
blood group B is virtually nonexistent among American In-
dians.t Also bothersome: “‘. . . a rare gene in the so-called
Diego blood-group series is found almost exclusively
among Asians and American Indians and is almost entirely
absent among Europeans and Africans.’’? X

Since it may be years before science gets around to a
comprehensive study of the blood-chemistry relationship
between ancestral races, let us turn now to the tangible
evidence of a China Connection. There is much to ex-
amine, many questions to be answered, and some new
questions are likely to be raised.

James Robert Moriarty, an archeologist at the Universi-
ty of San Diego, has been investigating recently discovered
Chinese-type stone cylinders and circular stone anchors
found off the coast of California (Fig. 1). After analyzing
an accumulation of manganese on a donut-shaped stone
from southern California, Dr. Moriarty claimed it was
about 3,000 years old and of Asiatic origin.!0 He believes
that the 3mm-thick coating of managanese and other
physical evidence indicates an artifact of great antiquity
which, in his opinion, strongly supports the hypothesis
that Asiatic vessels reached the Americas in pre-
Columbian times.!!

Stone anchors, such as those researched by the San
Diego scientist, were once used in China and were referred
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to as ‘‘stone pillars’’ dropped into water. From a descrip-
tion in Records of Buddhist Countries, written by a monk
named Faxian (A.D. 317-420), the objects used at this ear-
ly date appear similar to those found off the California
coast.’2 Besides the stone weights that prompted Dr.
Moriarty’s investigation, eight readily identifiable.
objects—various types of anchors and ballasts made of
feldspathic sandstone—have been brought up by divers
from the vicinity of Palos Verdes, California. Geologists
who have examined the stone say that it could not have
come from North America; they note, however, a close
match to samples taken from quarries near the southern
coast of China.13

Some historians speculate that if and when a trans-
Pacific link is finally put in place, the eastern end will be
tied to a location in South America, perhaps along the
coast of Peru; they discount the possibility that primitive
seafarers could have made passage through the storm-
tossed northern reaches of the Pacific. However, the ar-
tifactual evidence presently located combines with some
knowledge of early navigational practices to suggest that
the route taken by ancient mariners was the Kuro Shiwo,
the name given by the Japanese to their ‘‘Black Current”’
which flows eastward from their islands, passes along the
south shores of the Aleutians, and finally reaches the
coasts of America. Many junks have been known to head
into the Pacific, to be propelled by fitful currents or blown
helplessly across the ocean, to end up as splintered wrecks
on American shores.!4 Prof. Carter strengthens this view:
‘“‘As experts in primitive watercraft tell us, the problem is
not navigation, but survival; anyone adrift at sea is bound
to hit a continent.’’1s

Gordon F. Ekholm, curator of Mexican archeology at
the American Museum of Natural History, has noted in his
work on the subject that Chinese literary accounts contain
more than one example of extensive shipping, around
A.D. 400.16¢ Another expert, Walter Krickeberg, has deter-
mined from ancient writings that the ships, with crews of
at least 200, were larger than those used by Columbus a
thousand years later.!?

Visual Aids for Ancient Mariners

Chinese sailors were as skilled as any primitive seafarers
in estimating position, course and direction from careful
study of the stars by night. Another navigational aid, the
magnetic compass, was known in principle to the Chinese
from very early times, and it is possible that compass bear-
ings might have helped more than one ship set course
toward the strange land to the east, as long ago as the 1st
century.
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We don’t know how the Chinese got here, or whether it
was by planned voyage or accident, but the evidence ac-
cumulated thus far suggests that the tale of the Buddhist
monk, Hui Shen, may one day be accepted as an historical
account of accurate perception and much truth. Mean-
while, our investigation will be advanced by a look for
evidence of early Chinese presence in America. We need to
know what kind of impression, if any, it made on pre-
Columbian civilization in this hemisphere.

An age-old argument agadinst the diffusion theory is the
lack of prominent tools, art styles and archeological forms
brought to the New World by Old World people. Agree-
ment that certain artifacts originated in a distant region
does not satisfy a thirst for specifics, and these are seldom
easy to come by. Such things as wheeled vehicles (Fig. 2)
are not necessarily evidence of Chinese contact. Small
wheeled objects were also anciently used in Europe, the
Near East, India and Japan, as well as China. What we
have to look for, in order to be specific, are those artistic
styles peculiar to China that are also found in the cultures
of pre-Columbian America.

Dr. Ekholm and others say there is evidence of several
trips from Asia to America:

—During the Shang dynasty (16th century B.C. to 1027
B.C.), which corresponds to the early portion of the Olmec
culture in Mexico and the Chavin culture in South
America, and

—During the Mesoamerican ‘‘classic period’’ which cor-
reponds to the Han dynasty (206 B.C. to A.D. 24).18

If Buddhist monks crossed the Pacific to America as the
Fusang epic relates, we could count yet another successful
voyage. And Henriette Mertz suggests that an even earlier
trip was completed about 2250 B.C. She cites an account

of that expedition which was compiled for the Emperor
Sun by Yu, his minister of public works. A monumental
history, it bore the title ‘“Shan hai Jing,”’ (translated as
““Classic of Mountains and Seas’’) and described lands
which Mertz believes could only be portions of western
North America.!® Using the Ekholm and Mertz time-
guidelines, we are led to our first clues to similarity be-
tween Chinese and American early cultures. The locale is
the southern portion of the state of Veracruz and the state
of Tabasco, along the Gulf Coast of Mexico, where the
Olmec civilization flourished for many centuries before the
dawn of the Christian era.

Testimony of Jade, Cats, and Pottery

An unexplained aspect of Olmec society is the way it
managed to arrive on the scene with an integrated culture
by 1200 B.C. The Olmecs seem to have skipped the usual
developmental stages between early food-gathering and
organized village life. How any peoples could have arrived
anywhere in the New World with ways and means so far in
advance of their time can be understood only in the light of
the diffusion theory. The use of jade objects among the
early Olmecs is a beginning argument in pleading the Case
of the China Connection.

C. Balser, in his extensive study of jade, concludes that
there are significant parallels in technique between Olmec
and Chinese jade-carving: cutting with wooden slats, per-
forating with pressure drills, and polishing with
abrasives.20 In both cultures, east and west, jade was con-
sidered to be a most precious mineral, superior to gold. A
custom common to both cultures decreed the placing of a
piece of jade in the mouth of the deceased, symbolizing the
quitclaim of mother earth, fertility, and life.

Fig. 2 Miniature wheeled vehicles

China, attributable to the Han Dynasty

Reprinted from “Transpacific Contacts” by Gordon F. Ekholm, Prehistoric Man in the
New World, by permission of the University of Chicago Press for Rice University (1964)

Tres Zapotes, Veracruz, Mexico
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Gulf of Mexico

PROBABLE AREA OF
OLMEC SETTLEMENT

S

PUEBLA

Southern Mexico
was the home of
the Olmecs

As long ago as the middle and late 1800s, scholars were
saying that jade found in Mexico and dated to pre-
Columbian times, was imported Asiatic jade.2? On view at
a meeting of the American Antiquarian Society was a col-
lection of tools and ornaments brought from Costa Rica.
Members learned that the jadeite and chloromelanite
from which the objects were fashioned were minerals
found mostly in Asja. In his report on chemical testing of
the items, a Harvard professor declared them to be ‘‘un-
questionably Chinese jade.”’22

Another interesting link between the Olmecs and the
Chinese was their association with the feline; in the case of
the Olmecs, it was the jaguar, whereas the tiger reigned
supreme in ancient China. The feline became the symbol of
an obsessive cult, memorialized with equal fervor on both
sides of the Pacific. The two cultures stylized the subject
almost to the point of confusion, yet continuity of design
was always manifest.23 Parallel treatment of the feline
design is clearly seen in a comparison of artifacts from
Chinese and American cultures of about the same period
(Fig. 3).

Fig. 3 Jaguar designs

Chavin de Huantar, Peru

From In Quest of the White God by Pierre Honore,
G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York (1964)

A talent for pottery making enriched the two cultures,
and each attained a high level of similar craftsmanship.
Dr. Ekholm believes this demanding craft could not have
become so well-developed in America without influence

Pursuit 26

from Asia. He cites evidence that the skills which produced
the cord-making pottery of northwestern North America
and the early pottery of Ecuador came from the same
Asiatic source. Similarity of style and design is also ap-
parent in tripod vessels from both China and Guatemala
(Fig. 4).

Many more parallels have been found in two-dimension-
al patterns, especially those on bas-relief panels. Some
Mesoamerican panels which portray human figures
holding the stem of a lotus plant are quite like those por-
trayed in southern India; they lack any semblance of con-
nection to China. Other examples reflect a likeness so close
as to deny the possibility of coincidence (Fig. S). For exam-
ple, the panel from the Chou dynasty in China and the
panel from Veracruz, Mexico, feature interlaced bands
with double outlines, and both portray dragon-like
masks.2s Some scholars question such evidence and call at-
tention to the dating problem: the Chou dynasty ended in
256 B.C. and the Tajin style at Veracruz did not develop
until about six centuries later. But Dr. Ekholm rebuts with
a reminder that transplanted arts and crafts may need
much time to flower in a new homeland. He urges special
caution in cases where most of the evidence, along with the
race that produced it, has long since disappeared. Of the
dating problem he writes:

There are various possible explanations. Contacts
could have occurred closer to the time of the full de-
velopment of the style in Asia, and it could have been
maintained in wood-carving for hundreds of years be-
fore it appeared in stone in Veracruz. . . .2

Most remains of the past have come down to us as stone,
mineral and clay objects. Such things as cloth, wood and
other materials that deteriorate with time were also of
primary importance. Since absent artifacts have no stand-
ing in the courts of academic or public opinion, the most
we can say about the panel designs is that they offer
reasonable but inconclusive evidence in favor of the
Chinese Connection.

Favorable evidence may also be adduced from a com-
parison of the batons and celts* used to denote rank. and
position of officers in the two governments, the one in the
land of the Olmecs, the other in ancient China. The celts
are identical in style2” and the batons are close look-alikes.
Sovereigns of the Shang dynasty used jade batons while
receiving officials, and batons were carried as symbols of
authority by Chinese feudal lords. Olmec illustrations
show dignitaries holding batons in an apparent ceremony
of greeting foreigners.28

What about evidence of similar racial characteristics?
We do not know which blood type was predominant
among the Olmecs because they are long gone as a race;
but we do have terra-cotta portraits and bas-reliefs which
are authenticated by location and dating. These tell us that

. the Olmec people were a diversified conglomerate of many

races, including Caucasian, Mongoloid, Semitic, Negroid,
and what Alexander von Wuthenau has called the ‘‘real
Chinese.”’?» Extensive study of pre-Columbian terra-cotta
pottery was the basis for von Wuthenau’s reference to
Chinese influence, and in the facial lines of a terra-cotta
head at the Museum of Diego Rivera in Mexico City (see
frontispiece) is noteworthy evidence that at least one
Olmec had Chinese features.

*Ancient celts were chisel-like batons.
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Fig. 4 Cylindrical tripod vessels
from Asia and America

Han Dynasty, China, bronze

Reprinted from “Transpacific Contacts” by Gordon
F. Ekholm, Prehistoric Man in the New World, by
permission of the University of Chicago Press

- On Earth as It Was in Heaven

The unseen cosmos was of great importance to most an-
cient civilizations. To the mind’s eye of Mesoamerica it
brought visions of ‘‘reality.”’ Structures were planned and
laid out toward the cardinal directions, with emphasis on
the north-south axis. We find an identical practice among
the Shang, in China. Both cultures envisioned four seas in
the four directions, four colors, four deities, and four
elements; the map of the heavens was divided into four
parts, each assigned a cardinal point.3

Since cosmology was a vital part of both Mesoamerica
and ancient Chinese philosophy, it comes as no surprise
that the Maya and other pre-Columbians had calendars
comparable to those of the Far East; both used a pattern of
cyclical repetition and worked through two periods of dif-
ferent length. Several coinciding figures of the zodiac are
also worth noting:

China Mexico
Red bird Vulture
White tiger (but

in early times, dog) Dog

Black warrior on
a tortoise Death’s head

Green dragon Crocodile

Masks of four
regents3i

Four cosmic beings
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Fig. 5 Jaguar panel designs

China,
Chou Dynasty

El Tajin,
Veracruz,
( Mexico

N

From Mexico South by Miguel Covarrubias,
Alfred A. Knopf (1964)

These calendrical calculations were recorded in frescos
and stone, and in codices (i.e., books). The Chinese and
the Aztec-Mayan people were papermakers.<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>